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St Columba Coracle, St Margaret’s 
Chapel, Edinburgh Castle (public 
domain photograph)

Brian Cox at Rosslyn Chapel by 
Rob Macdougall

Many thanks to all who have 

contributed words or pictures to 

this edition of "e Edge.

If you have an item of news for 

our Diocesan News pages or for 

the Agenda page, please send it to 

editor@edinburghdiocese.org.uk

Photographs or other material sent 
to the magazine for publication are 

The deadline for the next issue 
is 29 September 2014.

If you would like additional copies  
of The Edge for your church or 
group, please contact the Diocesan 

The views expressed in The Edge 
are not necessarily those of the 
Editor, the Edinburgh Diocese or of 

It is rare that a diocese is able to 
celebrate the ministry of a retiring 
bishop and the installation of a new 
one within the space of a week, but 
this is exactly what happened for the 
Diocese of Cape Coast in Ghana, on 
the 18th and 25th of May this year. 
A small delegation from the Diocese 
of Edinburgh was delighted to be 

celebrations.

Cape Coast Photobook ...

It was a wonderful opportunity 
for members of our own diocese 
to join with brothers and sisters in 
our companion diocese for these 

new bishop. 

The party from Edinburgh 
Diocese comprised Bishop John 
and his wife Clare, Rev Lynsay 
Downs from Penicuik and 
West Linton, and Rev Canon 
John McLuckie from the 

You can read a full report of the visit to 
Cape Coast in Diocesan News on page 12.
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CIVILITY AND 

THE REFERENDUM

The former Chief Rabbi, Jonathan Sacks, has suggested that our highly competitive Western Society 

association’ such as politics, family, membership of societies, voluntary service and even friendships. 

 
I have noticed that our civility is becoming somewhat strained.

If you glance at some of the discussion forums online you might spot a distinct intolerance of other 
viewpoints which spills over into mindless abuse of those who hold them. There are times when it even 

genes, the right opinions or the right culture, fascism is not far behind.

explain our vote, both to ourselves and others, in the light of our faith – which calls us to be good news to 
the poor.

Jonathan Sacks suggests that religious institutions such as synagogues, mosques and churches can inspire 
‘habits of association’ and civic virtues (like trust, compassion, service and cooperation). This means that 
we should participate fully in the debate about Independence and also be careful about how we conduct 

September, it will be the role of the church to bring healing and reconciliation to those who are left 
angry or bereft.

Rt Rev John Armes, Bishop of Edinburgh
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On Election Day a few years ago I discovered two members of my 
congregation outside the polling station engaged in earnest and 
friendly conversation. They were both candidates in the election - 
representing opposing parties. This, I thought, is what we mean by 

have a political process by which decisions are made and peacefully 
accepted – even if, at times, with disappointment.

By and large this has been the atmosphere in which the debate about 
Independence has been carried forward. Scotland is a mature political 

course of a process that negates the need for revolution or armed 
uprising. It has been exciting to see how people living in Scotland have 
been roused to a new participation in politics, in contrast to the apathy 
and disengagement we have seen in recent elections.

+John
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MY REFERENDUM

What do Thomas McCrie, the 
Presbyterian secessionist who 

Covenanters, and Bishop Charles 
Terrot of Edinburgh, urbane 
Englishman of Hugenot descent born 
in India, have in common? Ostensibly 

Except for a few absurd old Jacobites, 

Britain and its institutions. One of 

Enlightenment was modern scholarly 
history, a development led by David 
Hume and William Robertson and 

was to undermine Scots’ pride in 

Arbroath and Reformation, far from 

people, placed power in the hands 
of a violent and self-serving elite. 

through participation in the Union 
and British Empire.

national identity through a shared 
cultural memory, creating a Hegelian 
synthesis of practical Britishness 

that its complex bonds struggled to 

to pursue economic, political and 

social progress for Scotland in an 
Enlightened, globalised (which in 
the nineteenth century meant an 
Anglicised) context. Worrying about 
cultural distinctiveness was a pastime 
for the idle rich. 

the Episcopalian stood apart from 
this debate, because they disputed 
the Enlightenment conclusion that 
all Scotland’s historical institutions 
were bankrupt. McCrie believed the 
Covenanters had defended freedom 
to worship according to their own 
spiritual light. He was outraged 

Mortality of high-minded ideals 
being lost to a reality of a fanatical 

ignorant majority. 

Church to be the only British church 
to combine a similar spiritual 
freedom with apostolic structures of 
bishops and liturgy which defended 
the faithful from such fanaticism 

opposed to one another, High Church 
Episcopalians and Presbyterian 
seceders maintained an unusually 

identity. 

What does this have to do with 

and the independence referendum? 

Episcopal Church to have preserved 
unique scriptural purity since 

Union was good for eighteenth-
century Scotland tells us nothing 
about whether it is today. 

Historians have expended much 
ink and breath this year trying to 

cultural? economic? I have yet to 
hear any of them make a relevant or 
comprehensive suggestion. 

the obvious. What we share is simply 

God be in our minds,  
and in our reflecting;

God be in our vision,  
and in our imagining;

God be in our 
gathering,  and in our 
listening;

God be in our 
relationships,  
and in our discussing;

God be in our nation, 
and in our deciding.

Alison McDonald

4 The Diocese of Edinburgh
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The referendum debate reminds 
me of those arguments for and 
against the existence of God that 
were such a feature of the cultural 
scene about ten years ago. The cases 

were usually rationalisations of 
convictions reached on other, usually 
subconscious, grounds, which is why 
they tended to fortify beliefs already 

and they left agnostics undecided. 
The same thing seems to be going on 
here, with the agnostics the group 
who are likely to swing the vote, 

less satisfactory on the day. I am an 

and all I want to do here is describe 
some of the factors that prompted me 
to that decision.

I agree with the priest in Eliot’s 
Murder in the Cathedral who said 
he saw ‘…nothing quite conclusive 
in the art of temporal government’. 
Economics strikes me as no more 
conclusive a science than theology, 
which is why I have been more 
irritated than enlightened by the use 
each side has made of the dismal 

have persuaded me, the arguments 
of the No side have propelled me in 
the opposite direction. Rather than 
making a positive case for the Union, 

could go it alone, a tactic guaranteed 
to anger those of us for whom the 
question was never whether we could 
but whether we should.    

on the Unionist side that the British 
political system is broken. The 
major factor in my own mistrust is 
outrage at the wars we have fought 
in Iraq and Afghanistan for no valid 
moral purpose. I am ready to forgive 

wrong, but never for taking us into 
costly and unnecessary wars. Over-
centralised Britain concentrates 
power in ways that are hard to 
challenge. I support the Catholic 

should be de-centralised to the 
maximum degree. And that’s what 
the soft form of independence on 

But even if it’s a No vote on 

already won by forcing the Unionists 

powers. If they had shown that 
generosity at the beginning of the 
campaign, history might have turned 

Richard Holloway

associated weather, water quality 
and ecosystems. All the ‘markers’ 
of identity, Kirk, parliament, tartan, 
whisky, education, music, are 
markers of our connection with this 
piece of geology. 

Scotland is a small country with 
many high viewpoints. From 
central Edinburgh I can survey 
the Highlands, coastline, west and 
Borders. It is our shared landscape 

with people with whom I have no 
politics, religion, lifestyle, ancestors 

Hume, Terrot, McCrie, economic 
emigrants, shipyard workers, 
Rangers supporters. Their voices 

if I happen to be away from it. 

My fear in the referendum debate 
is that, in a culture increasingly 
uprooted from the land, we 
forget what the early nineteenth-

patriotism, love of country, has 

distinguishing ourselves from some 
‘other’, or, like Terrot and McCrie, by 
imagining there is something truly 

ideological institutions. 

Perhaps by understanding what it is 
that Scots share, which is ultimately 
not a mindset or set of values, but 
simply a place, we might conduct 
our discussions about the best way to 
govern its inhabitants in a more clear-
headed way. And perhaps we would 
remember to treasure the land.

Eleanor M. Harris

The Guardian

We pray for patience 
and courage for the 
people of the land ... 
whatever the outcome.

Action of Churches  Together 
Scotland

5The Diocese of Edinburgh
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Susan Macdonald

MY REFERENDUM continued

Just over nine years ago, when I was 
working in the Diocese of Aberdeen 
& Orkney, I was invited to give the 

Parliament. Looking through old 
papers recently I came across the 

it contains something I have been 
thinking more about as we approach 
the referendum vote in September. 

What follows is a slightly edited 
version of what I said to the MSPs at 

‘I moved home just before Christmas 
and now live in Aberdeen. Over the 
past three months or so I have had a 
number of conversations that have 
gone along the following lines.  

‘“Oh, you live in Aberdeen. How 
long have you been there?”. “Just 
a few weeks”, I reply. I came there 
from Speyside.” “So that’s where 
you come from then?” “Well, no”, I 
say. “Actually, I am from the central 
Borders, about an hour south of 
Edinburgh, and I lived there most of 
my life before moving to the north-
east about four years ago.” And on it 
goes…  Perhaps you have been part 
of similar conversations. Where we 
are from, where we belong now and 

are important to most, if not all of us  
– and to others too it would seem. 

‘Both where I come from, where I 
have lived over the years, where 
I live now are part of who I am, 
part of my uniqueness, something 
that is intrinsic to the Christian 
faith, for every individual is unique 
and precious in the sight of God, 
regardless of background, sexuality, 
race, creed, ability or gender.  

‘I hope and pray that this is the kind 
of Scotland you, in partnership with 

come from - where each and every 

Along with thoughts concerning 
the economy, education, health  and 
other public services, to name but 
some, this hope for our country of 
Scotland and her people - be that as 
an independent country or remaining 
as part of the United Kingdom - 
will be woven into my prayers and 
conversations over the coming week 
as I prepare to place my mark on the 
ballot paper. And I am, as yet, still 
undecided as to whether that will be 

 

We pray for respect 
for each other in our 
differences,  
and a genuine desire 
to listen and learn why 
others think differently; 

We pray for those who 
govern, that they may 
do so creatively and 
wisely for the good of 
the nation  
and the wellbeing 
of those beyond our 
shores and our borders;

We pray for those 
who feel hurt or 
dishonoured by the 
opinions of others,  
and for those 
saddened by the 
outcome.

Action of Churches  Together 
Scotland

6 The Diocese of Edinburgh
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already around twenty workplace 
chaplains ministering in the area 
covered by Edinburgh Diocese. 
They visit shopping malls, retail 

stations, theatres, and Royal Mail 

workplaces.

I am one of these chaplains and like 
many, although not all, of the other 
chaplains in the Lothians and the 
Borders, I am employed by Work 
Place Chaplaincy Scotland (WPCS). 

Churches Industrial Mission in 2010, 
and was formed to take on the new 

which is composed of service 

retailing and the public sector, as 
much or more than manufacturing. 

Like its predecessor, WPCS is 
ecumenical, supported by all the 
main churches in Scotland. Just 
recently it became an independent 

volunteer chaplains, who are drawn 
from a very wide cross section of 

When we visit as chaplains, we go 
as representatives of the church in 
Scotland. We are there to serve and 
support people in their working 
lives, showing the love of Christ in 
our actions, our listening and our 
pastoral care. 

Chaplaincy is an independent and 

anyone who wishes to use it. We 
are there for everybody, from senior 

people of any faith and of no faith, 
and we seek to accept everyone just 

as they are, demonstrating God’s 
unconditional love. 

In any workplace, we are there by 
permission, not by right. This gives 

as we are in other people’s work 
space. The chaplain has to be highly 
sensitive to the context, and deeply 

found in that particular place and 
in people’s lives. I am reminded 
of Rowan William’s description of 

involved there’. 

We are not there to proselytise 
(or ‘recruit’ as I usually put it, in 
introducing the chaplaincy role) but 
to bear witness to God’s love by our 
actions. It is a ministry of presence 
and Christian service.  

I am the city centre workplace 
chaplain in Edinburgh, and team 
leader for the small but growing 
band of volunteers in the central and 
eastern part of the city. The post is 
a partnership between WPCS and 
three city centre churches (St John’s, 
Princes Street, and two Church of 
Scotland parishes, St Cuthbert’s and 
St Andrew’s & St George’s West). 

I believe that such partnership 
working is an excellent way to 
develop chaplaincy in an area, and 
similar arrangements are beginning 
to happen elsewhere in Scotland. 

As well as my work with city centre 
retailing, I am chaplain to Lothian 
Buses and to Edinburgh Trams. 

It’s a wide range of contexts, but in 
all of them I am able to be alongside 
people in times of joy and sorrow, 

Feature by Tony Bryer

redundancy or other stressful work 
situations. 

The opportunities for workplace 
chaplaincy are growing all the time, 
and to meet these we are recruiting 
voluntary chaplains. We look for 

perhaps a day or half day a week.  
We will train and support them in 
that ministry. 

 

Tony Bryer chatting with staff in 

Harvey Nichols Store at St Andrew 

Square. Photograph used by permission 

of Harvey Nichols and WPCS. 

Title photo © Denna Jones.

CHAPLAINS AT 

WORK!
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AROUND THE DIOCESE
with Bob Gould
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MAGAZINE OF THE QUARTER 

Cornerstone, the magazine of St 
, Edinburgh, is a most splendid 

magazine, with colour on every 
page. It always has a great variety of 
articles with (generally) the smiling 
faces of their authors. In addition to 
items referred to elsewhere in this 
article, there is always a good ‘wild’ 

reviews provided by the Cornerstone 
Bookshop. Recently there was even a 
welcome for the trams with a suitable 
photograph in soft focus. And we 
always enjoy the column by Canon 
Wishwash (no photograph) of St 
Aidan and St Thomas within the 

with some pronunciation lessons, 
including, “Only an oddity would 
call me Aphrodite”.

COLLECTIONS OF  

VARIOUS SORTS

 (St Mary’s Cathedral) 
reports a collection of socks for 
homeless people in Edinburgh.  They 
collected ‘20 bulging carrier bags’ and 

£87.63 as well. A collection we hadn’t 

(the colour-coded plastic ones). St 
 (Galashiels) 

informs us that almost all the primary 
schools in Gala are taking part in 
the collection for palliative care. The 
tops are worth £200 a tonne, and nine 
tonnes have so far been collected in 
the Borders (that’s over 4,000,000 
tops).  (St Mungo’s Balerno) 
has been collecting the more common 
currency of money for food and 
water projects in Kenya, but they do 
have interesting suggestions as to 

day for 5 days (recipes supplied) and 
drink only water for 5 days’. There 
is a warning to wean oneself from 

THE ELEPHANT IN THE 

ROOM 

That is the title given to an article 
in The Bell (Christ Church Falkirk) 
on same-sex relationships, and in 
particular marriage. Reference is 
made to the ‘Queen James Bible’, 
(www.queenjamesbible.com/gay-
bible), a recent recension named for 
the known proclivities of King James 
VI. The views of the congregation 
are sought, and two further articles 
promised. The subject is more gently 
treated by Professor Kenneth Boyd 
in Cornerstone (St John’s, Edinburgh), 
which also has an account from 
one of the participants in the recent 
Pitlochry colloquy. This very 
sensitively explores both the nervous 
apprehension of most of the delegates 

one another. 

More straightforward is the 
appreciation in (St Mary’s 
Dalkeith and St Leonard’s Lasswade) 
of the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
refusal in his live phone-in to give 
simplistic answers to questions on 
this subject.

SCOTTISH IDENTITY

This seems to be the preferred way 
of referring to that other elephant, 
the forthcoming referendum. The 
Edinburgh debate in May between 

(No) is referred to, particularly in 
Gloria (Holy Trinity, Haddington). 
Tim Morris gives a Borderer’s view 
in  (Eyemouth). He 
notes that the Borders have over the 
centuries had alternating friendly and 
unfriendly relationships with their 
neighbours both to the north and 
to the south, and wonders to what 
‘identity’ St Ebba’s should aspire in 
Eyemouth. St John’s  (Selkirk) 
has a good look at the Church of 
Scotland’s publication, Imagining 
Scotland’s Future, with a taster 
of some of the ideas put forward, 

human heart – from Gospel, not from 
policy or legislation”.

EASTER, EGGS AND ALL THAT

The egg is probably the best-known 
Easter symbol, and 

 (Bo’ness 
and Grangemouth) gives an origin 
we have not heard before. ‘Tradition’ 
has it that Mary Magdalene, after the 
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Resurrection, managed to secure an 
audience with the Emperor Tiberias, 
and had an egg mysteriously turn red 
in his presence as an indication that 
resurrection was possible. It was as 
a result of her urging, then, that the 
Emperor gave Pontius Pilate the sack. 

On the other hand, Peter Harris in 
 (St Mary’s Dalkeith and St 

Leonard’s Lasswade) would like 
to get away from eggs, and relate 
Easter more to the Passover in which 
the Last Supper originated. Indeed, 
‘Easter’ is a word probably of pagan 
origin, and the traditional Scots word 
for the day is ‘Pasch’, clearly deriving 
from Passover. Those who see some 
symbol of the resurrection in an egg 

in  (Hawick) 
of a boy who, when given a hollow 

representing Easter, left it empty 
so that its opening represented the 
empty tomb. And on that line, St 

 (Jedburgh) has a 
recipe for ‘empty tomb buns’, which, 
baked with a volatile marshmallow 
inside, also break open to represent 
the empty tomb. 

CHRISTIANS AND OTHERS ON 

THE FRINGE

In  (Christ Church Duns), 
Ken Webb looks at the Sunday 
Assembly, an atheist ‘church’ in 
Hackney. It appears to be neither 
very atheist nor very inimical to 

help often, and wonder more”. 
Dave Tomlinson, who preached 
at the Sunday Assembly and was 
warmly received, gave this year’s 
St Cuthbert Lecture, entitled How 

Human Being. It is précised in The 
Sign (St Cuthbert’s Edinburgh), and 

distinction between those who are 
in and those who are out of the 

in people’s lives in many wonderful 
and exciting ways and it is for us 
to connect with that.” Sometimes it 
happens. 

 (Old St Paul’s, 
Edinburgh) has an interview with 
Justin Reynolds, a very articulate 
clergy husband. Describing a time 
of great doubt in his life, he says, “I 
had just read Richard Holloway’s 
Godless Morality and reasoned that if 
a Bishop can write like that, if it was 
safe to discuss these things, then the 
church was open to people like me.” 
And he’s still there.

SING UNTO THE LORD

There is no shortage of musical 

 
(St Mary’s Dalmahoy) introduces 
its new organist, who has “worked 

Good Shepherd 
(Edinburgh) reports a ‘Big 

Sing’ for Passiontide, lasting two 
hours (with breaks), and  based on 
the many ways of singing psalms. St 

 (Jedburgh) describes 

hymn book, and fear is expressed that 
the turmoil of the choice may make 
the referendum “seem like a wee 
thing that detains us for a few days 
in September.” Finally, in Outreach 
(St James Penicuik), the die is cast, 
and new hymn books have just been 
introduced and blessed, “splendid in 
their plastic covers”. Unfortunately 
for outsiders, no other clue is given as 
to which hymn book it is!

GOING ON PILGRIMAGE AT HOME

Both Gloria (Holy Trinity 
Haddington) and 

 (Gullane 
and North Berwick) celebrate the 
resurrection of the Haddington 
Pilgrimage with the new title, The 
Rugged Pathway, which on 7 May 
took pilgrims from Haddington to 
Whitekirk via Athelstaneford and 
Whitekirk. A simpler and shorter 
pilgrimage is described in Life 
Together (St Columba’s Bathgate 
and St Peter’s Linlithgow) where 
two writers describe the experience 
of walking a labyrinth. There is 
a beautiful balance between one 
rather staccato account ending 
“another person has entered the 
labyrinth....I wonder what they are 
praying about...and is God speaking 
to them?” and a very legato one 

very enriching experience and would 
certainly wish to walk the Walk 
again.” 

THE LAST WORD

 (Eyemouth) 

telephone survey on the question, 
“Would you please give your honest 
opinion about possible solutions to 
the food shortage in the rest of the 
world?” 

The total failure of this poll is 

nations and regions of the world to 
understand one noun or adjective in 

it is said that no one in the USA 
understood the phrase “the rest of 
the world”. British people are said to 
have hung up as soon as they heard 
the Indian accent of the questioner.
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DIOCESAN NEWS

At the beginning of May I returned to public ministry after taking a period 
of sick leave. I am so pleased to be back leading my church, Holy Trinity 
Haddington, and participating with others in worship and service. I was 
diagnosed with lymphoma last summer, and from September began a course of 
chemotherapy followed by a period of recovery that lasted eight months. This 

day-time TV is very poor, and that I do not do well when I am not active and 

the diocese. I know that I was on the prayer lists of many friends and churches 
across the diocese and beyond, regularly remembered when Holy Communion 
was celebrated.

At Holy Trinity we have such a prayer list of individuals that are remembered 
when we worship together. We have prayed for some of these for years.  

so much, especially on the days when one is too tired or poorly to pray anything but the simplest prayer. As sustaining 
as the prayer, were messages of encouragement that came via facebook, email, text or card. Coming in a steady stream, 

how we might be feeling. For me this is one of the ways in which the Spirit ‘sustains us in our weakness’, through 

pleased to be taking up roles and responsibilities in the diocese and province related to formation for ministry. And, 

Good to be back
By Anne Dyer

It is so good to welcome Anne back, not just to her ministry in Haddington but to the various important roles she 

pleasure that she has felt prayed for and cared about by the wider diocese. The people of Holy Trinity have done really 

As Anne says, she does not enjoy inactivity so, when I popped into Holy Trinity a few weeks ago, I had to explain that 
they should not be expecting a rest.  But I hope that, nevertheless, Anne will take the summer to enjoy being well and 

medical experts who have played such a crucial part in the healing process.

Christ Church Falkirk celebrates 150
Report by Ruth Innes

www.
revruth.wordpress.com/2014/06/03/
in-which-christ-church-falkirk-
celebrates-150-years 

Christ Church Falkirk was consecrated in 1864, and on Saturday 31 May this 
year we held a Festival Eucharist to celebrate our 150 years. The planning for 
our big day had been going on for about a year, with Gill McMillan at the 
helm of the planning group. Bishop John came to celebrate and we had two 

Gillies to read the gospel. We had asked folk to bring along old photos of the 
building and the people and greatly enjoyed reminiscing about the good old 
days. Bishop Douglas’ sermon was pitched perfectly and I know a lot of folk 
want to read it again so it will go in our next magazine, and also for those who 
missed it as well.

The sun shone, the bishops arrived wearing shades, and our new St Andrew’s 

and over the past few months we’ve had it rewired, painted, carpets laid, 
furniture gifted by Erskine Parish Church which recently closed, and it is now 
a beautiful worship space. Lots of volunteers have worked really hard to make 
it work and I am so proud of them.
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25 Years of Waverley Care

Waverley Care, Scotland’s leading charity providing support and care to 
people living with HIV and Hepatitis C in Scotland, celebrated its 25th 
birthday at St Mary’s Cathedral on 25th May. Friends and supporters joined 
Richard Holloway, Anna McLuckie and the choir of St Mary’s Cathedral to 

churches acted radically and courageously in the early days of HIV. Visionary 
individuals within some of our churches recognised that an immediate and 

frightening and terminal illness.  

Waverley Care was originally founded to open and manage a specialist 
hospice.  As the situation for people living with HIV changed with the 
development of new HIV medication, the agency adapted and developed. It 

Inverness with work stretching across Scotland. The focus of the charity’s 
work is now on helping people to live long healthy lives where they achieve 
their full potential in life whilst managing their medical condition. Waverley 
Care is also unique within the voluntary sector in Scotland in directly 
employing a Chaplain.  

The service of thanksgiving allowed an opportunity for a very new initiative 

two local churches. Waverley Care is very grateful for the support of churches 
and church members and looks forward to continuing to make a positive 

Report by Marion Chatterley

houses decked in red and white, 
hundreds of horses fording a river 
and hordes of primary school 
children dressed up as mice, 
penguins, pirates, musketeers and 
more. The town celebrates a week-
long Beltane Festival, incorporating 
a grand Riding of the Marches, and 
reaches its climax in the crowning 
of the Beltane Queen, surrounded 
by her fellow primary school pupils.
The church in Peebles plays an 
important role in the Beltane. Each 
year, one of the ministers in the town 
has the honour of being the Warden 
of the Cross Kirk, whose job it is to 
begin Beltane Week by leading an 
open air church service at the ruined 
Cross Kirk in Peebles. This year, 
the Warden was Jim Benton-Evans, 
Rector of St Peter’s Peebles and St 
Andrew’s Innerleithen, seen above 
wearing his special sash. Jim says, 
“This is a fantastic opportunity to get 
alongside the town as it celebrates 
and to be present among the people 
in a particular and unique way.”

Beltane Festival

Support for Africa water charities

Two Episcopal churches in West 
Lothian - St Columba’s Bathgate 
and St Peter’s in Linlithgow - have 
together raised almost £2000 for 
charities that aim to supply clean, 
safe water as part of projects in 
Ghana and in Uganda.

Christine Barclay, rector of St 
Columba’s, is pictured (right) 
presenting a cheque to David Olwa 
from one of the charities, ASHI.

24 June went extremely well, with 
lots of vistors coming along for tea 
and cakes! As well as providing an 

was raised as part of Marie Curie 
Cancer Care’s ‘Blooming Great Tea 
Party’ campaign.

More tea?
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Celebrations to mark the retirement of Bishop Daniel Allotey on 18 May took place during the Cathedral Eucharist. 

West African dance, music and congregational participation. Bishop Daniel was greeted with a guard of honour from 

the midday heat. Bishop Daniel has been a good friend to this diocese ever since he signed our partnership agreement 
on behalf of the Diocese of Cape Coast. His warmth, encouragement and friendship have been a solid foundation to 
that partnership and it was good to be able to thank him for this as he enters retirement.

the enthronement liturgy and we were treated to a solemn and joyful celebration, albeit a brief one at a mere six hours’ 
duration. Bishop John was warmly congratulated for having preached an ‘African’ sermon though he has not given 

reinforced his personal commitment and that of the diocese to our ongoing partnership. 

In between these two celebrations, we visited a number of projects and parishes in the diocese. Some have existing 
links with our diocese and some are looking to establish new ones. We were encouraged to see the ongoing and 

region. We also made a visit to the parish of Saltponds, which has an established link with West Linton, and were 
pleased to meet the clergy team there to hear about their plans for the future of that community. We visited the parish 

welcome we received from an impressive turnout of members of the congregation was a clear indication of the strength 
and energy of this community. A visit to the theological seminary and to a specialist school for the deaf also opened up 
possibilities for future collaborations on individual and communal levels.

so that it expresses our ambitions for the development of our common work. 

on deepening friendships and mutual understanding, but we also recognise 
the possibilities for practical, project-based work and for exchange visits. If 
you would like to discuss how your congregation or organisation might get 
involved in this exciting partnership, please contact John McLuckie (john.

P.S. The party was able to make a couple of visits to see something of the 
wider life and history of the region. We visited a nature reserve with a 
vertiginous tree-top walkway and were able to see some of the local wildlife. 
The bishop has promised a prize for the best caption to this photograph 
(right). 

DIOCESAN NEWS continued

Ghana partner church visit
Report by John McLuckie

Baton at Roslin

Carrying the Queen’s Baton for 
2014’s Commonwealth Games 
in Glasgow, actor Brian Cox was 
warmly welcomed by assembled 
crowds in Roslin, including members 

ministry team, Ian Gardner and 

of the Diocese of Edinburgh and the 
Provost of Midlothian. A guard of 
honour from Rosslyn Chapel’s Junior 
Guides, who are all in P7 at Roslin 
Primary School, were part of the 

Thank you to all who have sent 
Appeal money in so far. As The Edge 
went to press, the total was just over 

congregations. The two charities that 

and support to people living with 
HIV or Hepatitis C) and the Anglican 
Church in Papua New Guinea 
(support for the wives of over 250 
Anglican priests in the practical form 
of sewing machines).

Bishop’s Lent 

Appeal



13The Diocese of Edinburgh

I was 

thinking...

This series highlights writing 

that an author has produced 

which may be of interest to 

a wider public. It might be 

something that they have been 

mulling over for a while or be 

‘of the moment’. 

During 2014, the series will 

showcase the writings of 

Edinburgh Diocesan bloggers.

In May, I returned from a two 
day meeting on one of the most 
contentious issues facing churches 

controversial, and painful thing for 
everyone involved, and yet mainline 
denominations including ours, are 
having to wrestle with it. The issue is 
of human sexuality, sexual lifestyles, 
and in particular, responding to the 

law to allow same-sex marriage.

It is not something that we can 
ignore, especially as it is now 
connected with the law of the land. 
The whole Anglican Communion 
worldwide has been riven by this 
issue and our own small province 

for two days, a group of 60+ people 
representing the seven dioceses of 

listened, talked and shared in a 
remarkable atmosphere of respect, 
despite the fact that the full spectrum 
of feelings over this issue was 
represented, including both extremes.

My position is well known. I would 
hold what some consider to be the 
traditional position on marriage and 
sexuality, under what I believe are 
clear Biblical guidelines. But in this 
article I don’t want to talk about the 
issue itself but how I saw one way of 

Those two days gave me real 
hope that is possible that the way 
a conclusion is reached may not 

level this was the beginning of what 
is called a ‘cascade’ conversation.  
Representatives chosen by each 
Bishop talking honestly and frankly 
together, as a whole province, 
listening to each other, and then 
cascading it down into the dioceses.

And the mechanism was both simple 
and profound. We entered a large 
meeting area (a hexagonal hotel 
function room) with six tables for up 
to 10 people along the edge. Then 
came a large circle of chairs facing 
inwards so all 60+ of us could sit in 
a circle listening to a conversation 
that occurred in the centre space 

which held several chairs. And right 
through our time we listened in 
to those central conversations. No 
one was making speeches, no one 
was grandstanding, no one was at a 
microphone on the podium. Instead 
various invited parties, representing 
a wide range of us both inside the 
Episcopal Church and outside 

After each conversation we went to 
our tables, made up of an equally 
mixed group where we talked and 

listen to the hopes and fears that we 
have over the process and the issue. 

their worries and dreams about the 
future of our church. Over the two 
days everyone commented on the 
respectful atmosphere, and genuine 
desire to listen. People did not hold 

were expressed. Very personal and 
poignant stories were told with great 
courage, honesty and vulnerability.

Right at the beginning of the process 
we had agreed a set of ground 
rules, about how we would listen 
- we would not interrupt - and to 

event. The only area of contention 
concerned those who wanted to 

majority who felt we ought to have a 
social media moratorium. My table 
was as mixed and as varied as the 

single and married, gay and straight, 
from the far north of Scotland to the 
deep south of the Borders.

And I was impressed that people did 
listen to each other. I was grateful 
that they listened to me, someone 
whose theological and doctrinal 
position could be unpalatable for 
some and strange to others. But  
what I saw played out was a method 
of how to disagree agreeably. I 
don’t think it will change the end 
conclusion, which I fear is that, after a 
long and drawn out synodal journey, 
it is most likely to change the canons 

man and a woman. 

While evangelicals are numerous, it’s 

system works – each parish has both 
one clerical vote and one lay vote, 
regardless of whether you have 600 
people or 16 people!

These two days were only the 
beginning. But this process, I believe, 
gives real hope for the way things 
can be handled.  It’s fair to say that 
not everyone is happy with these 
cascade conversations. But I do hope 

will own and embrace the process 
and let it cascade down, especially 
as it may give a new model of how 

It may be there are principles which 

especially in a local church or parish. 
And it might  just be possible to 
avoid self-destructive, vicious and 

possible to disagree agreeably?

Contributed by Malcom Round, Rector of St Mungo’s Balerno and Canon of St Mary’s Cathedral

DISAGREEING AGREEABLY
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From ASJ Tessimond’s poem, Not Love Perhaps

The Coracle Trust is a charity 
based in Edinburgh, and provides 
a contemporary context in which 
people can explore and deepen their 
experience and understanding of 
how God is present within their lives 
and the world around them. The 
Trust’s name is inspired by the image 

a symbol of faith. 

Coracle runs three groups which 
meet monthly.  There are a mid-life 
spirituality group (‘the two halves 
of life’), a mothers’ and theology 
group and a men’s group. There are 
occasional retreats, workshops and 
an annual ‘senses and faith’ trip. We 
are a community of faith, gathered 
from various denominations and 
none, from Edinburgh and beyond 
to Fife and the Borders, intentionally 
connecting via gatherings, email 

journeys, seeing them as part of a 

The Coracle Trust seeks to honour 
these particular needs that we may 

narrow places. Thirteen years on after 
Coracle’s inception, formed by Kenny 
and Bridget Macaulay, certain things 

to allow the natural integration 
of our inner and outer lives, of 
contemplation and action, of the 
every day with the extraordinary, of 
masculine and feminine virtues, with 
the soul and body and its God. It is 
both a deep call and begs a practical 

faith conversation whilst embracing 
disorientating transitions?

The need to connect, simply and 

through hospitality, a key concept 
within Coracle. This is both physical 

one another that we may each hear 
the one Voice from among the 

resources that we hope accompany 
and provoke us on our journeying, 
appealing through the senses –  
poetry, imagery, silence, discourse, 

entwined with Christ, are.  

Topics and materials range widely. 
The men’s group has looked at 
men and emotions, masculine 
and feminine, and respect. In the 
motherhood group we look at 
sharing our faith with our children 
and also how we nourish our own 
journeys as women and mothers.

When we meet, we eat together, 
creating time to informally connect. 
We then create space to hear what 
has been going on with each other, 
what discoveries have been made. 
No comments are expected, just 
‘allowing’ what needs to be said and 
hearing it. We then take some time to 
re-engage personally and prayerfully 
with previously distributed material 
and then compare notes. We might 
end the evening with some group 
meditation.

Topics mulled over have 
included aging well, stages of 

faith, imperfection, satisfaction, 
relinquishment, and landscape.   
Writers and sages, contemporary 
and historical voices, are listened 
to, drawn from the theological, 
contemplative and poetic, e.g. Walter 
Bruggemann, Richard Rohr, Wendell 
Berry, to name a few.   

We extend an open invitation to ‘look 
and see’. This can be done through 

downloadable pdfs of topic material. 
Visiting our website at www.
coracletrust.org.uk will provide a 
good and colourful window into our 
charism and work. 

Feature by Andrew Hook

LOOK AND SEE

Iona and sea. Photo © Phillip Capper

On the road to Lindisfarne.  

Photo © Gus McLeod
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and No Campaigns and are looking for someone to set out a vision of what 
an independent Scotland could achieve and could be, then this is the book for 
you. Lesley Riddoch takes the debate to a new level and looks at it through the 
eyes of ordinary people of Scotland. 

long-standing problems and create fresh momentum for change?” She leads 

and then on to what is the real meat of her argument, the inequalities within 
our society, from the impact which our post-industrial society has had on 
the health of individuals and whole communities  fuelled by unemployment, 
poverty and lack of self-worth. 

The range of the topics is impressive - from land use, Scotland’s natural assets, 
language, culture, gender inequalities, the failure of local democracy, and 

Blossom, by Lesley Riddoch

Luath Press Ltd., 318pp, £11.99    Reviewed by David Dalglish

Music Adviser in primary education, following a successful career as a teacher 
and in teacher training at Ponteland College in Northumberland. On arrival 
at Kelso, Gordon joined and became deeply involved in St. Andrew’s  playing 

for Ministry course, involving evening classes in Edinburgh, weekends and 

Charge of St. Mary’s and All Souls Episcopal Church in Coldstream. 

His full-time work for the Region involved travelling throughout the Borders, 

Berwickshire, sharing his passion for life that enjoyment of music could bring. 

in the life of St.Mary’s and the community of Coldstream. A faithful priest 

bringing his faith to bear through service in every aspect of his daily life.

Gordon worked tirelessly for the community as a Community Councillor, on 

Flodden celebrations. He always claimed to do his priestly pastoral work 
walking down the High Street, in local shops and at his local pub, the Besom. 

movement. He was able to give a particular ministry to Cursillo as Provincial 
Spiritual Director.

Always alongside Gordon stood Alison, the other member of Team Tams, his 
wife for 47 years. With their four sons (Karl, Alistair, Johnnie and Phil) and 
their families, they faced her struggle with ill health and his with lymphoma. 
Quiet courage and a strong Christian faith saw him through his last days. 

He will be remembered by all who knew him for his love of life, of music 
and of God.

GORDON TAMS
Appreciation by Tim Morris

Appointments

Rev Martin Robson, instituted as 
Rector of St Michael and All Saints’ 
on 30 June 2014.

Rev Ruth Green instituted as 
Rector of St David of Scotland in 
Pilton on 3 July 2014.

Rev David McCarthy to be 
instituted as Rector of St Thomas’s 
Edinburgh on 25 September 2014.

Musselburgh, in June were of 

Kabanda and Hannah Sharp. The 

Deaths

Rev John Whitley, Priest at St 
Columba’s by the Castle, died on 
13 May 2014.

Ordinations

Rosie Addis (Good Shepherd, 

John’s, Edinburgh) and James 
Green (St Paul’s and St George’s, 
Edinburgh) ordained by Bishop 
John in St Mary’s Cathedral on 15 
June 2014. 

Canon 35 Permissions

Internal refurbishment - St 
Martin’s, Edinburgh

Lighting - Christ Church, 
Morningside

Altar - St Mark’s Portobello

Pew removal - St Ninian’s, Comely 
Bank

Catering facility installation - St 
Andrew’s, Kelso.

GAZETTE

15The Diocese of Edinburgh
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EDGE agendath
e

Bishop’s Photo Competition Winners

Communicators wanted:

can you help?
The Information and Communications Committee is looking for new members 

to take forward the work and the vision of the church in this area.  We are 

responsible for ensuring people know about the activities of the diocese and 

have a forum to communicate our faith through a wide range of media, including  

The Edge (the quarterly magazine of Edinburgh Diocese), and the website. The 

committee also provides support to individual churches, especially with websites 

and social media.

you have some experience in publicity, working with publications or the internet 

and would like to help us we will be pleased to meet and discuss the work of the 

committee in more detail. As with all committees of the church, membership is a 

voluntary role, but travel expenses will be paid.

Please contact Maurice Houston, chair of I&C Committee: email 

mauriceihouston@me.com or Telephone 0131 441 4969 / 07543 849248.

Thanks to everyone 

who entered this 

year’s competition. 

There was some 

show. The remit 

was to photograph 

an aspect of your 

church building. 

The top three 

photographs are 

all featured here. 

Congratulations 

to the winners: 

Eric Bower (1st) 

with his photo 

‘Sunlight: St 

Mary’s Cathedral’; 

Margaret Scott 

(2nd), ‘New 

Window’ at St 

Mary’s, Dalmahoy; 

and Malcolm 

Aldcroft (3rd), 

with his photo of 

a close-up from 

the Reredos of the 

Annunciation, St 

Michael and All 

Saints’.

A gallery, and 

details of all those 

commended, are 

on the diocesan 

website.

Earth be Glad  

Postcard Campaign

A group at St John’s Church, 

Princes Street, are sending 

motivational postcards to 

decision-makers and opinion-

formers reminding them to make 

the environmental crisis one of 

their top priorities. If any other 

congregation would like to take 

part, please contact the Church 

of suggested addressees.

St John’s Church, Princes St, 

edinburgh.org.uk 


